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What If Anna had stayed in the City?
Response
If Anna had decided to live in the city rather than relocate, then maybe it would have been easier dealing with her ghosts. They would not have been affected by the bushfire threat. Worn down by doubt and pollution, unsettled by the dinner-party drone of renovations and share portfolios, the couple decided to leave the city. They sought to forget the haunting memories of the stillbirth that Anna had underwent. This was the major reason why they had left the city. Maybe it would have been easier dealing with these memories in an environment that they were used to and bearing the challenges that they were able to address. Their move from the city made it harder to forget the past.
It is only after moving to a calm place away from the city that “the boy” begin to appear in the thoughts and imaginations of Anna. The boy only appears when there is peace and calm thus it is rational to assume that it would have been easier for Anna had she remained in the city. In the city there is limited peace and calmness and that would translate to limited times when the boy would appear in the life of Anna. She does not blend in to the life of their new home and want to remain connected to the world of civilization as she remain in touch with her city friends. Remaining in the city would have made it easier to deal with her melancholic memories; leaving the town just added to her memories of a life, she used to have in the city. 
Staying in the city would have avoided Anna’s irritation with rural life. They faced the fangs of the severe drought that had been rife in their new home area. This is different from what they had been accustomed to in the city. There used to be downpours and smell of mould in their old apartments and now they had deal with the new dryness that even threatened their existence through the bushfire. She knew it was a mistake leaving the place where they had grown to a place they had no idea of what life entailed. Such situations of pain, threat of life, and feelings of isolation, among other emotions would not have been present had they decided to remain the city.
The busy and noisy life in the city would have ensured that the fantasy of their child got lost in their interaction with the diverse town life. They thought that by holding this memories intact, they were keeping themselves happy and connected to the child they lost. But, it was hauntingly destroying them and their relationship. They feared of breaking the fantasy they cradled between them and the boy. Instead of working to forget the event of the stillbirth, they sought to hold on it and lost the meaning of life in the city. It is evident that if Anna and Luke had decided to remain in the city, their memories of the boy would have faded sooner than later. Anna would also not have experienced the kind of isolation she felt in the rural area of Garra Nalla while the threat of life from the drought and bushfire would never have occurred.
Rationale
The reason for believing that it would have been different had Anna stayed in the city is due to the occasional sad state of the couple reflected in the text. She was unable to fit in the new environment and became disillusioned with her husband. She would see the land falling away from her and imagine vast it is while she and her husband were so small that they would disappear and nothing will change (Lohrey). Through such imaginations, vertigo comes up with a dizzying sense of disorientation as if she is about to fall. She relates this feeling to the boy’s absence that leads to her feelings of loss and anxiety.
While Luke settled in Garra Nalla with utmost easy, Anna continues to have reservations about their decision many months after their move. She is perturbed by the lack of connection to the outside world, the unrelenting wind, the unending drought, neighbors, snakes, and by Luke’s unreceptiveness to her dissatisfaction of their new neighborhood. In addition, she is disturbed by the anxiety towards the ghosts of the boy and blames her husband when the boy fails to appear. Therefore, her life in the rural area is marred with identity crisis and this is evident in chapter two when we are told she has lost her roots and her anchorage to earth. This stream of consciousness evidently reveals Anna’s disorientation in her new surroundings and lack of clarity of self-image. It is only after the fire, after reconnecting with Luke and bidding a proper goodbye to the boy that she is able to deal with her inside turmoil. Such events suggest that maybe staying in the city would have been a better options and Anna would have been better placed to deal with the apparitions of the boy.
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